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Friend Thou AS, 3 
ERILY I have peruſed thy Letter, addreſſed to the 
Clergy and Inhabitants of the Cities of Loxpox and Wes- 
MINSTER with great attention, and muſt acknowledge to 
. thee with concern, that TI am exceedingly diſappointed in the 
xpectation I had raiſed to myſelf from that work. The ſolemni- 
ſy. Friend, of the occaſion, the ſeriouſneſs and conſequence of the 
ubject treated of, and the relation thou pretendeſt to ſtand in to the 
nhabitants of theſe Cities, made me believe, that nothing would 
e omitted that was neceſſary to awaken the con ſcience, and inform 
be underſtandings of all degrees of people within thy charge. Buc 
ow vain is human wiſdom, and how infinitely ſhort-ſighted are 
reſearches, when it, relies upon itſelf, and is unafſifted by tha: 
pirit, to whom all events are known, who ſearcheth the hearts 
nd trieth the reins of the children of men ! 
Thou haſt, without any authority (for thou diſclaimeſt all inſpi- 
tion from the holy ſpirit}repreſented the two hock of ar: earth- 
uake lately felt, as a ſupernacural event; and magiſte ialiy pro- 
ounced them the eſtfects of a ſpecial providence, threawcning 
[sngeagce upon a wicked and proſligate generation. Who know- 
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eth the councils of the Almighty ? Strange and wonderful are all 
his works, and his ways paſt finding out. What is man, that he 
ſhould dive into the ſecrets of his providence, or the ſon of man, 
that he ſhould deal out his judgments according to his vain ima- 
ginations ? Verily, Friend, thou waſt under no temptation to make 
ſuch an uſe of that diſpenſation of his providence-;z and thou might - 
eſt have found ſufficient matter from a natural effect (as thoſe, for 
ought we know to the contrary, certainly were) to have excited thy 
Readers to a ſincere repentance, without arrogating to thyſelf a 
Knowledge to which thou haſt not the ſmalleſt claim, or furniſh- 
ing the ungodly , in the firſt line of thy work, with matter of pre- 
judice againſt all that thou couldſt ſay; ſince they could plainly 
diſcover by their natural underſtanding; that without the gift of 
the holy ſpirit, thou couldſt not, and oughteſt not to have aſcribed 
to a ſpecial providence, what may be rationally explained by the 
general laws that govern Matter and Motion. 

Now, Friend, without ſuppoſing the ſhocks we felt any other 
than the reſult of natural cauſes, thou mighteſt from thence have 
found ſufficient matter to have rouſed the moſt hardened ſinner from 
the lethargy of ſin and death, by obſerving, that, beſides the many 
infinite caſualties to which life is expoſed, there are yet more ter- 
Tible accidents that may ſweep them off without a moment's warn- 
Ing, and plunge them into eternity, loaded with the weight of their 
| Iniquities. By ſuppoſing ſuch events never to happen, but as par- 

ticular inſtances of God's vengeance againſt finners, the atrocious 
ſinner is rather led into diſpair, than repentance, Whereas, when 
we believe them the reſult of a naturalcauſe, that may take 
eſtect every moment of our lives, of which we can have no fore- 
knowledge, nor the leaſt peſſible means of jprevention, a rati- 
onal "creature, whoſe underſtanding is not entirely blinded, or 
whoſe conſcience is not judicially ſeared, muſt be awakened 
to repentance, and prepare himſelf for the - great charge, by 
forſaking his evil ways, and turning to the Lord his God, avith all 
his heart and ſir ength. Thou mighteſt from thence have availed 
thyſelf of all the inſtances that hiſtory, ſacred and prophane, fur- 
niſhes thee with, of cities and whole nations being deſtroyed by 
dreadful calamities, without teaching thy flock that uncharitable 
dottrine, that ſuch natural diſaſters were the effect okthe peculiar 
fins of theſe unhappy people, 

The firſt fin thou takeſt notice of, and what, by the order in 
vhichthou haſt placed it, ana the concluſion thou haſt drawn from 
it, would appear in thy ſenſe, the ſource of all our public and pri- 
vate tranſgreſhons, is the number of bad books with which the 
town ſwarms, This indeed is a crying fin, and much to be lamen- 
ted; but, great as it is, it does not deſerve to lead the van in a 
li of national fans, capable of drawing down the ſpecial er 
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of the Almighty upon a whole people. Nor is its influence ſo 
great, as to corrupt the morals of the generality of the nation. 
Nine parts in ten never read books of any ſort ; and thoſe that do, 
would make bat a ſmall proficiency in vice, if they had no other 


ſchool to learn it in, but books and unclean pictures. It is true, 
Friend, there area groat many impious books, and indecent prints, 
—— ſold in our ſtreets, and they may have their ſhare in de- 

uching the morals of the people ; but I would have thee to 
reflect, that there have been periods of time, when that evil was 
more to be complained of than at preſent. 

After that thou haſt finiſhed thy melancholy declamation againſt 
prophane books and prints, the exceſs of our public diverſions takes 
the next place in the liſt of deadly fins. This is exaggerated by 
an inſtance of fifteenor ſixteen merry advertiſzments, even in the 
holy ſeaſon of Lent ; and thou goeſt piouſly on to mention idle- 
neſs, gaming, &c. Thele are terrible crimes indeed. Friend: But 
does not thee think, that there are many others of a deeper dye, 
and of which theſe are only trivial conſequences? Yes, thou 
knoweſt there are; thou couldſt not forget them, being too gla- 
ring to have eſcaped thy penetration, Yet thou haſt ſkipped them 
over, or taken but very ſlight notice of them. For thou hookeſt 


in but one crime more, before thou ſeemeit to finiſh chy grand 


charge, and to begin thy application. Verily, I could have wiſhed 
in charity, that thou hadſt left that one crime out of thy liſt on this 
occaſion, The crime I mean is the mention thou matkelt of ths 
increaſe of Popery. Thou art to remember, Friend, that thou 
haſt ſuppoſed theAlmighty juſtly offended at the number and hein- 
ouſneſs of our national tranſgreſſions, and that thou art giv- 
ing a liſt of the tranſgreſſions, which thou thinkeſt capable 
of drawing down upon us the ipecial judgments of the divine 
Being. Now, canſt thou in charity, as a chriſtian, think, that 
popery could be numbered amongſt theſe deadly fins ? The errors 
of that ſuperſtitious church are many; but God forbid, that we 
ſhould imagine, that their errors, in point of Faith, are ſuch, as to 
merit theſe ſpecial marks of the Divine wrath, Had that been 
the cauſe, this iſland, and all Europe, mult many centuries ago, 
have felt the moſt dreadful effects of theſe calamities, If thou 
meaneſt in that paragraph, thoie who continue obſtinate in error, 
in ſpite of conviction, and the dictates of their own conſcience, thou 
ſayeſt right, and mighteſt have mentioned all ſuch of every perſua- 
ſion in this iſland. But, if thou meaneſt the groſs body of che 
Catholicks whom we are bound in charity to believe to act from 

rinciple and conviction (and, indeed, they mult be ſtrangely 
infatuated if they do not) thou halt verily been exceedingly to 
blame, to mention them on this occaſion, For, remember, that 


from a principle common to all Proteſtants, if they act from — 
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onal eonviction, or what appears to them as ſuch, they are as 
much entitled to the gracious mercies of a good God, as thee, or I, 
is; and, conſequently, the Increaſe of their Tenets, however erro- 
neous they may appear to us, cannot, with any colour of juſtice, 
be reckoned amongſt the liſts of ſins, capable of drawing down ſpe- 
cial judgments upon this land. | ; 

The diviſions, that are amongſt the followers of Chriſt Jeſus, 
are indeed ſo many ſigns of the falling away of the church of God. 
Theſe we ought to lament in general; but it is being great'y 
wanting to that charity, which is the diſtinguiſhing badge of chril- 
tianity, to mark out any one of the ſeveral ſects, that profeſs the 
ſame eſſential doctrines, with ſuch a dreadful diſtinction. But thou 
haſt not only placed the Catholicks as the immediate objects of 
God's avenging judgments, but thou haſt repreſented ſome of their 
doctrines in alight which they do not deſerve. I hou wouldſt inſinu- 
ate, that the cordial, as thou calleſt it, of abſolution, is believed, 
by che Catholicks, to be of effect, without a thorough and ſincere 
repentance. We ought, thou knoweſt, Friend, ever to ſpeak truth; 
which truth never ſtands in need of the aids of falſhood, Now, 
the Catholicks, in all their writing, lay it down, and teach it as 
a Tenet of their church, that abiolution, however ſolemn, or by 
whomſoe ver pronounced, is ſo far from being of any effect with- 
out repentance, amendment and retribution,if in their power, that 
the thus accepting it is adding the heinous ſin of ſacrilege to all 
their other fins. Now, by what means canſt thou ſuppoſe, that 
this cordial of abſolution, however ineffectual Thou and I may 
think it, could be greedily ſwallowed by perſons averſe to the 
wholeſome food of repentance, by which their ſpiritual condition 
might be gradually mended? If they ſwallow it, they muſt alrea- 
dy have digeſted the ſood of repentance ; if they have not, they 
know, as well as thee, that they have ſwallowed a poiſon inſtead 
of a cordial, If thou muſt needs, at a time when thou oughteſt, 
inſtead of awakening chriſtian diviſions, to have done all in thy 
power to unite all its followers in one bond of peace and charita- 
© ble union: If thou muſt needs, I ſay, at ſuch a time, employ thy 
rhetorick againſt the errors of that church, ſare thou mighteſt 
have pitched upon ſome one founded in truth, and not have men- 
tioned as fact a thing ſo eaſily red-argued, - At other times, zca! 
for the cauſe of truth,may, though prepoſterouſly enough, prompt 2 
man to blacken his adverſary with imaginary crimes, in order, by 
a kind of pious fraud, to prepoſſeſs the people againſt the errors in 
his doctine and practice. | | 

But on ſuch an occaſion as this, and from ſo diſtinguiſhed 2 hand, 
we had reafon to expect, Friend, that every fact advanced ſhould 
bi ve been literally and maniteſty true,' Yet, Friend Thomas ! 1 
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muſt mention unto thee one anecdote, a known truth to all Europe 
and much to the credit of the Catholick clergy, which is, That 


notwithſtanding the great power of that diſpotic king, LEWIS 


the XIVth, all his authority could not prevail over any one prieſt 
in his dom inions to give him abſolution, or adminiſter to him the 
ſacra ment, whilſt he lived in a Rate of uncleanneſs with Madam 
MainTzno. He was ſo far from relenting their ſupporting 
an authority, he thought them legally poſſeſſed of, that, for the 
faithful diſcharge of their duty, he loaded his confeſſors with 
biſhopricks ; and at laſt, at their inſtances, privately married his 
miſtreſs; and Then, and not till Then, received abſoluticn. I, for 
my part, Friend, think the abſolution pronounced by thy church, 
and that by the church of Roux, or by any human creature a- 
live, to be vain and uſeleſs. and the product of ſpiritual pride and 
preſumption. But the ſpirit of truth, that is within me, would 
not pe:mit me to paſs over ſo groſs a miſrepreſentation of fact, 
without a proper reprehenſion. 

This, with a very gentle touch upon the want of a due executian 
of the laws (for which thou doſt not forget to ask pardon) finiſhes 
the Bead-roll of national fins, that are to draw down the immedi- 
ate vengeance of the moit High. Thou then proceedeſt to hint 
that a due execution of the Jaws already in Being, and the particu- 
lar care of maſters of families, may bring about a reformation, 
and avert thoſe judgments thou ſuppoſeſt to be threatened by the 
two very terrible ſhocks of an Earthquake. Strange chimera, 
to think that wickedneſs, grown to ſuch a height as to merit the 
ſpecial Notice of the divine Being, and interwoven as it were with 
our very nature, ſhould be rooted out by ſuch weak means ] How 
amazing is it, that a phyſicion ſhould pretend to cure a compli- 
cated malady, without once touching at the ſource of the dif- 
order, by ſlightly tickling the outward parts, and leaving the vi- 
tals to petiſh under a mortal gangrene. 

Every man's knowledge, yea, verily,every old woman's know- 
ledge, in this kingdom, might have picked out a multitude of in- 
ſtances, and theſe much more flagrant than any thou haſt menti- 


ened, of the general wickedneſs and depravity of the age we live 


in, That was no ſecret ; and we needed neither biſhop, prophet,nor 
earthquake, to remind us, that the cup of our iniquity is near full, 
and that nothing but the ſuperabundant mercy and long ſuffering 
patience of the Almighty, could hinder us from falling a ſacrifice 
to his offended juſtice, For it is one of the ſins peculiar te this 
age, that we have been induſtrious in finding out new ſpecies of 
wickedneſs, and that we never commit an old fault. but for want 
of invention to diverſify the crime,and heighten the reliſh of iniqui- 
ty by the horrid novelty of itz and that we are fo far from _ 
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. tending to act thro? ignorance or want of knowledge of our duty, 
that the greateſt pleaſure of our iniquities conſiſts in our knowledge 
of their being prohibited by God, and deſtructive of our future and 
eternal happineſs. An univerſal depravation of manners reigns 
thro? all ſorts of people in this ſinful land; and an utter abhor- 
rence and deteſtation of every thing, that bears but the ſmalleſt 
reſemblance of virtue and piety, have poſſed the hearts and minds 
of this profligate generation, The kingdom of God is not among 
the wicked inhabitants of this iſland; 'The kingdom of Satan pre- 
vails and reigns triumphant in our debauched ſtreets. Our nobles 
frequent anti-chriſtian diverſions, and forget the Jord their God, 
and walk every man according to the devices of his own heart: 
while a venal contagion has ſeized the whole body of the people, 
who worſhip money as their God, and have ſaid unto filver and 
gold, ye are our delivevers, and our ſure help in time of need. 
There is nothing ſo ſacred, but what they willingly batter for fil- 
thy lucre. Juſtice, honeſty, right and wrong, are no longer un- 
derſtood in this finful land ; but every thing is weighed in the 
ſcales of gain. Their very ſouls they bring to the account of pro- 
fit and loſs, making light of Futurity, and laughing at hell-tor- 
ments, as the invention of prieſts and ſtateſmen, Whoredom, a- 
dulteries, fornications, and all manner of beaſtly uncleanneſs, are 
openly avowed ; and he who does not plunge himſelf into all the 
debaucheries of the ſtews, with a high and open hand, is looked 
upon as a poor, narrow-ſpirited creature, unworthy of the company 
of men of a noble and exalted genius; luxury, drunkenneſs and 
gluttony. have over-ſpread the tables and dwellings of all degrees 
of people. We ranſack the bowels of the earth for jewels to a- 
dorn us, and travel to the moſt diſtant quarters of the world in 
queſt of whatever may gratify our vicious appetites, and yet never 
think of the God that furniſhes our unnatural wants, Our women 
are aſhamed of modeſty. They deck themſelves in gorgeous ap- 
Pare], and expoſe half their perſons naked to allure the eyes of 
the wicked. Murder, rapes, robberies, and the moſt barefaced 
verjuries, are every day to be met with in our ſtreets; even crimes 
hat ſhock modeſty, but to mention, are as common as petty 
larceny. Vet we are ſpared and the finful land ſtands a monument 
of the long-ſuffering patience of the almighty. 
Thou wouldſt have a reformation to begin in private families; 
ut alas ! thou art fatally miſtaken. The thing is impoſſible, It 
building downwards. A great many people in this iſland are ſo 
unhappily ſituated, that they muſt continue to be wicked, and to 
dminiſter to vice, or ceaſe to eat. In ſhort their circumſtances 
e ſo connected with the prevailing vices, that they have no other 
aoice left, but either to ſtarve here, or ſubmit to be damned here- 


tter. This is a dreadful caſe, Friend, and hardly credible ; yet | 


little knowledge of the world, and acquaintance with the pre- 
:nt times, will turniſh innumerable inftances of wretches in this 
unhappy 
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unhappy dilemma. What mult ſuch people do? doſt think a ſer: 
mon, or a paſtoral letter, can perſuade them to ſtarve here for the 
ſake of an happy hereafter? no, appetites are ſtrong ; and as this 
claſs of men have many great examples to follow, they are no ways 
intimidated by what either thou haſt or could utter unto them on 
this tremendous occaſion, Before the body of the peopie can 
be reformed without a miracle, it is neceſſary that theſe public vi- 
ces ſhould be plucked up by the roots; and that the reformation 
ſhould begin amongſt thoſe of higher rank, amongſt our rulers, 
and the grandees of the land; but more eſpecially, amongſt that 
order of men, the worldly and diſſolute example of ſome of whom 
have moſt contributed to taint the morals, and pervert the judg- 
ment of the community. I mean, Friend, thy brethren the cler- 
gy. Startnot, my brother ! I am not going to _ a railing ac- 
cuſation againſt thee in perſon, or to accuſe thy fraternity in a 
lump. I verily believe there may be a great number of thy pro- 
feſſion, who make a conſcience of their duty; and as much as 
lieth in their power, both by precept and example, endeavour to 


ſtem the torrent of vice and immorality. 


An inordi nate love of money is the reigning fin of the age. Now 
let all the clergy of this iſland join with one voice in the pulpit to 
pom it down, doſt thee think the playing of their lungs + -uld 

of any ſignificancy, as long as the people ſee, that theſe men ſet 
as great a value upon the ungodly mammon,as the meaneſt of them 
can poſſibly do? when they lee theſe pretended pious preachers, like 
Simon Magus, purchaſing and ſelling the holy Ghoſt for money: 
ſwallowing oaths for the ſake of preferments, that for years they 
had declared to be againſt their conſciences; hunting eagerly after 
fat livings, and. heaping up pluralities, and commendams, to 
gratify their pride and avarice : when at the ſame time they grudge 
the leaft indulgence to the drudges, to whoſe care they commit 
the ſouls of the people. With what face can they preach againſt 
luxury and ſenſuality, when they themſelves wallow in the fat of 
the land, and loll 2 in their leathern conveniences, in ſadly 
unedifying pomp, pride and vanity ? chaſtity, ſobriety and tempe- 
rance, are virtues, perhaps as much ſtrangers in the tents of the 
ſons of Levi, as inthe tabernacles of the tribe of Napthali. But 
pride, ſpiritual pride, the worlt of pride, and the itch of domina- 
tion have taken full poſſeſſion of the caſſock, and left the laity but 
a faint mimickry of that ugly habit of the ſoul: and as for chari- 
ty, and chriſtian benevolence, theſe ſeem to be no part of the creed 
of a modern prieſt. Inſtead of healing the diviſions amongſt chriſ- 
tians, bearing with the weakneſs and infirmities of their brethren, 
and like the Apoſtle, becoming all things ts ail men, that by all 
meaus ſome may be ſaved ; inſtead of yielding in matters of indiffe- 
rence, and-endeavouring to bring about a chriſtian coalition, they 
are obſtinate in trifles, tenacious of the rags, fringes and patches 


of religion, and damn all that won't go to heaven by the m_—_ 
pat 
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ath that they have marked out for them, but which they them- 
elves ſeem reſolved by their daily practice never to travel. 
When the people, Friend, obſer ve (and their eyes are quicker 
than their underſtanding) that the parſon of the pariſh winks at 
the immorality of his patron, becauſe he has great livings in his 
gift; when they ſee him join in his ſenſual exceſſes, and admi- 
niſter to him the moſt holy Rites of their religion, tho* he knows 
him to live in open uncleanneſs, perhaps in adultry, and to betray, 
ſell and ruin his country; I fay, Friend, when a flock ſees this 
ſmepherd thus proſtituting his profeſſion, and caſting holy things 
before ſwine, and this only for the hopes of a plurality, or com- 
mendam, or dignity to feed his ſpiritual pride with, is it poſſible 
for them to conclude thoſe fins ſo heinous ? Does not his exam - 
ple influence thoſe of his family, and the examples of theſe, 
thoſe of the village, till the dreadful, black contagion ſpreads, 
like a peſt, over a whole country. 
But it is time, my Friend Thomas, to draw towards a conclufion, 

A reformation is certainly neceſſary, For whether we are pu- 
niſhed by an Earthquake, or not, the natural tendency of vice is 
ſuch, thata few years longer continuance of it muſt bring * 
with it plagues enough to puniſh us grievouſly here, as we fhal 
certainly meet a dreadful reward hereafter, Let me adviſe thy 
brethren, the Clergy, in all charity and meekneſs, to begin the 
great work themſelves, Purge and make clean the houſe of the 
Lord, and drive all pollution from his ſanctuary. Let the Prieſt- 
hood become humble, meek and lowly, even as was Jzsus, whoſe 
ſervants they are. Let them put away the falſe Gods from a- 
mongtt them, and deſtroy the Idols they have ſet up in their 
hearts; that is, let them baniſh the love of money, the itch, of 
power and dominion, either over the minds or temporalities of 
the people. Let him that have two livings, give one to his poor 
brother; let him that performeth the labour of the vineyard, 
receive alſo the wages: and let not the drone eat up the meat of 
the induſtrious ſervant. Let them exert their power without re - 
ſpect of perſons, yet with all humility and meekneſs,not out of ma- 
hee, or to gratify their ſpleen, but for the love of truth and purity. | 
In a word, Friend, when they believe what they have ſworn at 
their ordination to believe, and maintain; when they teach only 
what they believe, and act as they teach; then, without the, 
gift of prophecy, I can foretel, that this land will return to the 
Lord, and his wrath will be turned from this generation, and his 
bleſſings multiplied upon our children's children, even unto the 
lateſt ages of the world, But, Friend, till either thy brethrcn do 
this of themſelves, or are compelled to it by their ſuperiors, no- 
thing leſs than a divine miracle can redeem. this land from the 
favery of fin. May ſomebody begin a thorough reformation. 
ſomewhere, that we may have peace in our days. The God of 


peace be with thee, Friend! Aurx, a 
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